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23 ~Quartile and Declle Ages of Decedents, by Sex, 1928-38.
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Adjusted Death Rates.—While the crude death rate gives the actual moriality
per 1,000 of population, the differing age constitution of the population in different
communities and the high mortality among infants and elderly people make the
crude death rate no true test of the relative expectation of life in such communities.
‘Where the age and health constitution of a particular group is particularly favour-
able to low mortality, for example among the selected lives of soldiers in peace
time, the erude and the adjusted death rates will be lower than elsewhere.

When comparigsons of the rates of mortality in several communities are made
by age groups the effects of differences in age constitution between these com-
munities are eliminated, but by a rather cumbrous process which does not bring
together and express as a single figure the facts of the situation. It has therefore
been considered desirable to adopt a particular community as a standard, and to
find what the death rates of other communities would have been if the age and sex
constitution of their population had corresponded to those of the community taken
a3 a standard. The “standard” population chosen for this purpose in England and
Wales and the United States is the “standard million”, based on the age and sex
distribution per million of the population of England and Wales at the census of
1901, That age and sex distribution was as follows:—

Age Group, S]?x,teg Males. Females.
400, 000 483,543 516,457
114,262 57,039 57,223
107,209 53,462 53,747
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